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1. SUMMARY 
 

Firstly, an apology for the late scheduling of our Annual General Meeting and this report. 
Clearly ‘normality’ has been impacted by COVID-19 lockdowns and the impact on society 
and our ability to conduct business. 
 
It is with deep regret that I write this against the background of a worldwide Covid-19 
pandemic where most countries continue to be locked down at various levels of restrictions 
or are now suffering second waves.  We all know that across the globe many millions have 
been infected and unfortunately many hundreds of thousands have succumbed to this 
vicious virus and have passed away. In the UK alone at this time over forty thousand people 
have died.  
 
Across the globe and of course in the UK and at a local level, we have seen the heroic efforts 
of our public services and private industries in fighting this ‘COVID war’. Indeed, more locally 
in Charndon Parish, our community has largely complied with the lockdown regulations and 
indeed quite a number of residents have stepped up either directly or indirectly to 
volunteer help to our ‘at risk’ neighbours and the stretched Services. Biweekly contributions 
to the food bank collections and the cottage industry producing PPE have been magnificent! 
Something of which we should all be very proud of and grateful for. As has been the 
participation in the various NHS support processes. 



 
I am sure all the Parish Councillors and residents of Charndon Parish will all join me in 
expressing their deepest and sincere regrets to all those that have been affected, locally and 
globally. The long-term effect on the economy, business and employment is not fully 
understood at this time but it is likely to be significant for many years to come and will 
affect our Parish and our residents. 
 
Due to the lockdown, the Community Centre as a whole and the Calvert play area were 
closed to the public (except individual exercising on the fields) for a number of months. All 
hall bookings have been cancelled and the hall will remain closed until further guidance 
from the Government. The Allotments on School Hill remain open to those residents that 
have plots under strict social distancing and protection guidelines.  
 
The Community Centre field and children’s play have been re-opened at this time as is the 
play area at Calvert but are at risk of having to be closed again due to an increase in the 
pandemic and a second wave. 
 
Of course, on top of the challenges around the COVID pandemic in recent months we now 
face the growing impact of the construction phase of HS2, EWR and the potential of the 
‘Superhighway’ and massive housing development in the area. Cleary, we have all seen the 
devastation being caused to our area in the last months, not only to our environment but 
also to our quality of life, our roads and our security – especially the continued and future 
impact to our residents in ‘Old’ Calvert. Your Council has been working diligently (and will 
continue to) at all levels from Government Ministerial level down to individual Contractor 
level, continuing to challenge all aspects of these schemes, to try to provide governance and 
resolve the many daily impacts of these schemes - holding these organisations to account. 
 
Your new Council has now been in place for over a year and I feel that we have achieved 
significant progress against the strategy we set out in 2019 – even in a COVID and rail 
infrastructure world. We were able to carry out significant work at the Community Centre 
and to rectify a number of years where little maintenance was done. We have won a 
number of significant grants (totalling around £100k) to replace old equipment and to 
provision further major new amenities at the Centre. We are currently also seeking further 
funding for another major amenity at Calvert. Financially, we have been able to retain a 
healthy balance sheet and indeed have reduced the Precept for the first time over 10 years. 
 
2. COUNCILLORS & POLICIES 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank my fellow Councillors (Cllr David Oakley, Cllr 
Yvonne Kenworthy, Cllr Ian Batchelor and Cllr Michael Miller) for their hard work and 
commitment over the last year. I would also add my thanks the Mrs Clare Stroud for her 
work during her period as a Councillor. As mentioned previously, I feel your new Council 
have achieved a significant amount and am sure will continue to in the future years.  
 
I would especially like to thank Cllr David Oakley for the huge amount of invaluable 
maintenance work he has carried out at the Community Centre and around the village. 
 



However, I personally feel that we miss representation from either School Hill or Calvert and 
would like to see someone stepping up to fill that gap – something we are working on.  
 
In the period, we have now completed an audit of our Council policies and these have been 
updated and lodged on our website. An audit of our streetlights, our Community Asset 
register and insurance coverage has also been completed. 
 
3. PARISH CLERK 

 
Of course, thanks should also go to the Parish Clerk who works tirelessly in the background 
to keep ‘the wheels in motion’. Thank you to Mrs Beverley Evans, Clerk to the Parish Council 
of Charndon and RFO – she shows great stamina and patience in putting up with me! 
 
4. OUR AIMS 
 

• Your Council will aim to be Supportive, Transparent, Inclusive and Open. We will listen 
to the views of our residents 

• We will publish agenda’s, minutes and information promptly and across numerous 
channels 

• We aim to use current technology as well as more traditional channels to enhance 
communications and participation  

• We will adopt a full set of Policy and Standards documents and make these available 
to residents 

• Our financial position and detailed income and expenditure will be available at all 
times and open to scrutiny. Our finances will be annually audited and returns 
submitted in line with current legislation 

• We will ensure residents are polled for their views and opinion especially around 
planning and major projects 

• We will continue to bring back our amenities to fit for purpose and to maintain these 
in future years. 

•  We will significantly enhance our amenities and facilities within the Parish through 
external funding and other sources for the benefit of our residents 

• We will strive to reduce expenditure at all times and therefore drive down the 
annual Precept 

• We will react quickly to issues reported to us by residents and chase to resolution 
• We will continue to fight and challenge for the benefit of our residents at, 

Government, Local Government, Community Board and directly with commercial 
organisations such as HS2/EWR and Developers 

• We will actively engage with other local Parish Councill’s 
• We will Politically neutral 

 
 
 

 
 



5. SUMMARY OF WHAT WE HAVE ACHIEVED IN 2019-2020  
 
Since taking office your new Council has been working hard take over the running of your 
Council, both administratively and financially. We have also focused on recruiting new 
Members to fulfil our quota of five Councillors and one Clerk to provide the right level of 
capability in the future. 
 
There has also been significant effort in the renovation and maintenance of our 
considerable amenities across the Parish - whilst still meeting our overarching aim of driving 
down costs by using volunteer resources and taking advantage of 3rd Party Funding streams. 
Do date your PC has successfully won bids for approx. £100,000 of funding from 
Buckinghamshire Council, HS2, FCC Communities. This has provided us with the ability to 
not only carry out a major renovation programme at the Community Centre, replace or 
purchase maintenance equipment but also to deliver a number of major new amenities.  
 
We have successfully delivered a new and inclusive swing at the CC children’s play facility, a 
new outdoor table tennis table and a major new walking/running/cycling track on the CC 
field supplemented by inclusive outdoor exercise equipment – ‘The Charndon Mile’. We 
have provided additional notice boards, benches at the Charndon CC and the Calvert play 
area and new roadside waste bins. We have carried out essential safety maintenance of the 
Children’s Play equipment, installed new security alarms at the CC and replaced the CC car 
park and CC hall security lighting.   
 
This funding has also enabled us to replace all the derelict gardening equipment and we 
now have a large sit on Ransom field mower. This funding has also now enabled us to 
significantly reduce the yearly expenditure to contractors to maintain the grassed areas and 
hedges around the parish. It is clear that the Community Centre and its facilities are being 
used much more.  
 
And of course, this year finally saw the long awaited resurfacing of Main St in Charndon and 
the replacement of the speed humps. 
 
The list of ‘jobs’ that have been carried out around the Parish is too long to mention here 
but I would hope residents of the Parish are noticing the differences.  
 
All this against a background of the ongoing challenges we face daily with COVID, HS2, EWR 
and the so-called Superhighway.  This has taken considerable time and effort from the Clerk 
and Councillor's and indeed the many volunteer members of the community and I would 
like to thank all those volunteers across the Parish (the grass cutters, the hedge trimmers, 
the mowers, the painters, the litter pickers etc) who have helped us to achieve this – you 
know who you are. It is by having a strong band of volunteers we have been able to reduce 
our reliance on expensive contractors and to reduce the annual precept for the first time in 
a number of years – something we will continue to strive for in the years to come. 
 
 
 
 



6. FINANCE 
 
The Clerk will report separately on the 2018-2019 financial regulatory returns which have 
now been and are awaiting independently audit. The Clerk will present these for sign-off by 
the Members later in this meeting. Income and Expenditure has increased significantly 
during the year and is attributed to receiving 3rd Party funding and the cost of new 
amenities and maintenance.  
 
Our balances and reserves are in a healthy position with another £8000 due from the 
second Precept payment later in September.  
 
7. PLANNING 
 
There have been a number of new planning applications since the new Council was formed 
in March for both small individual extensions and more major development. Those of note 
were: 
 
• Change of use of agricultural building at Valley Farm – ALLOWED. After discussions with 
the applicant regarding change of use and the general view of residents we withdrew our 
original objections to the change of use application and permission was subsequently 
granted with conditions 
 
• 5 new residential properties on land adjacent to Valley Farm – REFUSED. General opinion 
of those resident the proposed development site was against the application and the Parish 
Council therefore objected to the scheme. AVDC also supported our objections in that the 
application did not comply with a number of conditions in the AVLP. 
 
• An application for the demolition of 3 barns and erections of 2 new dwelling and a barn 
conversion at Hill Farm which was submitted in July 2018 was also REFUSED. There were a 
large number of comments lodged for this application both for and against. AVDC also 
supported the objections in that the application did not comply with a number of conditions 
in the AVLP. 
 
For each of these applications your PC notified residents through the website, social media 
and door drops to poll the opinion of residents. 
 
8. HIGHWAYS 
 
The Parish and the area around it continues to face challenges in regards to the condition of 
some roads, increases in traffic volumes through housing developments and of course the 
strategic rail infrastructure projects. However, Buckinghamshire Council have been doing 
extensive work during the year, not least the long-awaited resurfacing of Main St, 
Charndon. I would like to thank Cllr Angela Macpherson for her efforts in ensuring that this 
area was included in the road repair programmes for the year. 
 



Traffic volumes in the area will now start to dramatically increase as both HS2 and EWR 
ramp up enablement and construction works, although the moving of the EWR construction 
compound and the decision by HS2 to use haul roads along the side of their track and move 
materials by rail will mitigate to this to some extent. It is clear however the area around 
Calvert will see significant daily movements of both light and heavy vehicles in and out of 
the various construction compounds around that area which will support the massive 
construction works required to build the line and the IMD. 
 
Whilst each scheme has designated traffic routes – experience has shown that not all 
contractors abide by these routes so it is important that residents report potential breaches 
to the Council who have been assured by both organisations that vehicles are tracked and 
they will impose stringent penalties on any Contractors not abiding by them. We are also 
talking to BucksCC Highways, our MP and the responsible Minister in regard to signage and 
policing of routes. 
 
School Hill has been identified as a designated route to service the small EWR construction 
compound at the Twyford overbridge which will be used to carry out bridge strengthening 
works. Traffic volumes are forecast to be low on this route. EWR will however be carrying 
out works on School Hill to provide 3 vehicle passing bays.   
 
We continue to report potholes and other highways related issues to BucksCC on a regular 
basis. 
 
9. CRIME 
 
As would be expected in such are remote rural area crime volumes remain very low. Since 
taking office your Council have worked with TVP after reports of drug dealing at the 
Community Centre. TVP have been covertly policing the area and following up on reports 
from residents. At this time it seems the issue has been resolved and the suspected dealers 
have now ‘moved on’. 
 
Your Council have also been working with the Great Moor Sailing club to secure and prevent 
access to their private land via the Community Centre field. GMSC have installed new 
security fencing and we have provided an earth bund at the bottom of the field to try to 
deter trespassers. 
 
We have also in the period, replaced all the security lighting around the Community Centre 
with new efficient lighting. The Community Centre garage alarm system was also replaced 
and upgraded. 
 
10. HS2 
 
HS2 continues to progress at pace across the length of the line. Despite the mounting 
opposition across the country and in Parliament, the damning reports on the project from 
not only parliamentary committees but also governments auditors and of course the 
spiralling costs the Government has given the go-ahead for work to continue. 
 



The area is already seeing massive destruction to our environments and the construction of 
numerous large compounds. We have seen the works to divert the gas pipeline that runs 
behind Grebe Lake and the installation of a new gas pumping station, vegetation clearance, 
mains diversions and numerous road closures.  
 
More lately we have seen the revised plans for the HS2 track in this area which will now be 
raised by 3m and be placed on a concrete bed. These changes were presented to the local 
communities via one of the HS2 roadshows and to Charndon Parish Council in a F2F 
meeting. It is obvious that the changes are being made to drive down however HS2 maintain 
that there will be long term benefits (we shall see) in that: 
 

• It reduces the actual construction work required around massive culvert retaining 
walls around Calvert 
• It significantly reduces the amount of earth that has to be moved and transported 
and therefore reduces vehicle movement 
• Far more material will be brought onto site by rail rather than road 
• New haul road along the track side should reduce the volume of vehicles on our 
roads 
• Construction worker ‘village’ will now be in Bicester rather than onsite and workers 
will be driven in using a bus system – again reducing traffic movements 

 
However, in the new detailed design, they are planning the construction and operation of a 
large concrete batching plant to be sited behind Brackley Lane. This is to support production 
of the massive amounts of concrete that will be required not only for the IMD but also the 
line beds. Whilst again they say this will reduce vehicle movements across the 
area its current location is a massive impact to our Parishioners in Calvert. As such your 
Parish Council have strongly objected to the location of this compound but I fear these 
objections will not be listened too on the basis that its current location reducing vehicle 
movements.  HS2 continue to assure us that in the area of Charndon and School Hill there 
are no proposals for any work to be carried out or any land to be taken. 
 
Unfortunately, the £1m Environment Mitigation fund that was awarded some years ago to 
Charndon, Steeple Claydon, Twyford and Calvert Green Parishes still remains with Bucks 
County Council awaiting decision on how is should be allocated and what it can be spent on. 
Your Council has been working with our local MP and County Councillor to get this amount 
increased – however that is work in progress. 
 
11. EWR 
 
Work on EWR environment mitigation and construction enablement continues in the area. 
The mitigation ponds and planting at the Green Lane overbridge are mainly completed and 
becoming established. For the size of the land take there was little of the area actually 
used. 
 
Work on preparing the line bed continues. Old lines have been removed and fencing erected 
to enable the widening of the line. As with HS2, EWR plan to use temporary haul road along 
the line It is fair to say at this point that the impact of these works have to date been very 



much transparent and of little impact to residents and amenity. The move of the 
Construction compound and its access across to the Poundon side of the line was a major 
win for residents of Charndon. 
 
The design changes to HS2 and the raising of the levels of that track will impact EWR who 
will need to cross HS2. A shallow gradient of the line will now be built to enable that 
crossover, however this is expected to start behind Grebe Lake and is much protected by 
the existing woodlands. 
Your Council continues to work with EWR to provide to ensure compliance of construction 
and traffic.   
 
12. EXPRESSWAY 
 
Whilst the proposed Oxford to Cambridge Expressway has now been put on ‘hold’ it has not 
been cancelled at this time. Your Council sees this scheme as one of the main enablers for 
the Government to meet their future housing strategy and to meet their vision of the 
Oxford to Cambridge Arc, we are not confident that this scheme has ‘gone away’. 
 
 
 
 
R Evans 
Monday, 10 August 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


