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1. CONTEXT

I write this report in the context that In February 2019 the previous Members of the Charndon Parish Council along with

the Clerk to the Council declared their intention to resign. This lead to an extra ordinary election being called. This
election was duly held in March 2019 and as the three nominations were uncontested (see below) they were therefore

elected on 28th March 2019.

It is unfortunate that there was no opportunity due to local government processes and legislation for the previous

Council to formally hand over to the new Members and as such your new Council has in the interim period since taking
office had many challenges in regards to transfer of bank accounts, access to historical and current documentation,

negotiation of new maintenance contracts, financial reconciliation and payment of outstanding invoices. As such it has
taken some time for your new Council get up to speed. However I am pleased to say that the majority of the above

challenges are now resolved and your new Council can now start to look ahead to the coming year to deliver their vision

and strategy.

The 2017-2018 Chair’s Annual Report is not available at this time so I can only base this report on the period between the
new Council being elected and now.



2. COUNCILLORS

I would now like to take this opportunity to thank Cllr’s Clare Stroud and David Oakley for their nominations and 

congratulate them on their election. Both are active members of the community, are will known and have lived in the 

Parish for many years. I am confident that Clare & David will be key in helping driving forward the new Council’s vision 

and strategy and provide much added value to our community.

I am also very pleased to announce and welcome the recent co-option of Mr Ian Bachelor who has lived in Charndon all 

his life and who’s family has a significant heritage in the village and parish. Ian has previously been a Parish Councillor and 

brings with him a wealth of experience in local government. 

However, the Council is still short of Members to make up its ‘quota’ of 5 and we have been polling the community to co-

opt a further Memers. Ideally we would  now like to Co-opt a member of the parish from either School Hill or Calvert to 

provide a more balanced Council



3. PARISH CLERK

I would also like to welcome our new Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer  - Mrs Beverley Evans. 

Beverley has now taken over from Mrs Ally Baldwin who resigned at the end of March and left the area. Many residents 
will know Beverley and that she was previously a successful Clerk to the Council under the Chairmanship of Ray Scott and 
Chris Chettle.

I would also like to state for the record that I declared and interest in this matter and excluded myself from any 
involvement in the recruitment process.



4. SUMMARY OF ACHIEVEMENTS TO DATE

Since taking office your new Council has been working hard take over the running of the Council. This has taken considerable time and 
effort from the Clerk and Councillor's. Not least, this has involved:

Taking over the Parish Financial and Bank Accounts and carrying out an full audit
Paying outstanding bills and final demands
Creating, auditing  and publishing of the 2018-2019 regulatory financial returns
Setting up the necessary HMRC PAYE schemes for the employment of the Clerk
Processing return of overpayments with HMRC  (£400 app)
Negotiating new CC insurance policies saving some £600 pa
Polling of residents views on current planning applications and submitting comments to AVDC based on those
2 PC meetings held – 1 extraordinary and 1 regular
Updating and enhancing the Parish Council website and social media groups
Defining a full set of regulatory Council Policy documents
One2One meetings with HS2 and EWR & their main contractors
Expressway meetings and presentations
Attending meetings in regards to HS2 mitigation funds
Successfully biding and receiving £1200 from AVDC New Housing Bonus fund for new CC ground maintenance equipment
Starting to poll opinion of residents in regards new amenity 
New bench installed on the patio outside the Community Centre
New waste bin installed in School Hill
Ongoing maintenance underway of the CC that has not been carried out for some time
Driving the establishment of the new  local communities Expressway action group



5. STRATEGY

• Your Council will aim to be Transparent, Inclusive and Open. We will listen to the views of our residents

• We will publish agenda’s and minutes promptly and across numerous channels

• We aim to record, video and publicise our Open meetings for those unable to attend

• We will continue to build  and enhance our communications channels to ensure all residents are kept up to date –

without the reliance on just notice boards and having to attend meetings

• We will adopt a full set of Policy and Standards documents and make these available to residents

• Our financial position and detailed income and expenditure will be available to residents through the website at all 

times, will be audited and returns submitted in line with current legislation

• We will ensure residents are polled for their views and opinion especially around planning and major projects

• We will strive to reduce expenditure at all times and therefore drive down the Precept

• We will react quickly to issues reported to us by residents and chase to resolution 

• We will continue to fight and challenge for the benefit of our residents at Local Government level, at Local Area 

Forums and directly with commercial organisations such as HS2/EWR and developers

• We will Politically neutral



6. FINANCE

2018-2019  financial regulatory returns have now been completed and independently audited. The Clerk will present 
these for sign-off by the Members later in this meeting. 

Our balances and reserves are in a healthy position with another £8000 due from the second Precept payment later in 
the year. Whilst Parish Councils are obliged to maintain reasonable reserves, I consider ours to be in excess of what is 
reasonable and we will hopefully be looking to reduce these by enhancing amenity across the parish and looking to 
reduce the current precept in the next financial year



7. AMENITY
The Community Centre has had only basic maintenance carried out over the past few years and unfortunately is starting 
to show signs of wear and damage. There is a very long list of jobs that need to be carried out over the next few months 
to avoid permanent damage to the infrastructure of the hall and its surrounding amenities.

Work on this has already started and I would like to thank the volunteers who have so far helped out. To date we have 
made considerable savings by using self help where possible instead of expensive contractors:

• Removed overhanging branches that can damage the hall roof
• Cleared out and pruned back the ‘forest’ between the hall and the hedge
• Pruned back the car park hedge and removed weeds around the car park edge that were damaging the tarmac
• Cleaned the hall exterior of moss 
• Cleaned and treated the patio area – in progress
• Carried out tree and hedge pruning, weeding, jet washing, grass verge maintenance
• Cleaned village entrance signs and gates and cut back hedges to make them visible
• Jet washed and cleaned the picnic benches and the memorial
• Edges paving and de-weeded to prevent further damage to the paving and play area tarmac
• Cleaned up the CC bus shelter
• Installed new bench on the patio outside the Community Centre 
• Installed new waste bin at School Hill



Looking forward to the coming months, we hope to (where possible again using local volunteer help, materials and 

possible resource from EWR/HS2 under their Community Help Schemes):

• Install a BBQ at the Community Centre

• Hold a maintenance day later in the summer which we hope to follow up with a BBQ for the helpers

• Treat the hall exterior

• Install a further notice boards in Charndon (The Knob) and replace the existing dilapidated one attached the the hall.

• Provide a further dog bin at the southern end of the village

• Provide benches for the Calvert Play Area

• Install posts around the grassed areas in front of the Community Centre children’s play area entrance (EWR)

• Planting of new trees around the village at appropriate locations (obviously we will engage with residents nearby) -

(EWR/HS2)

• Clearing of CC field gullies (EWR)

• Annual trimming of CC field hedges

• Repairs to Community Centre security lights

• Enhance the memorial at the community centre recognising those who died in service of their country

• Bay line painting car park



Longer term we will be looking to enhance the facilities available at the Community Centre and across the Parish. These 
larger project will require funding sources. HS2 have significant funds available for community projects and we hope to 
utilise these (with the appropriate backing of residents for these projects):

• Restart the HS2 funding bid to provide disabled facilities at the Community Centre children’s play area
• Create a running, walking, cycle track around the Community Centre field with a number of outdoor exercise 

equipment bays
• Determine what the residents of Calvert require for the large grassed area at the rear of Werner Terrace  and 

Brackley Lane and look to implement those requirements
• Outdoor Table Tennis

The Community Centre, its maintenance and general upkeep consumes the major expenditure of Precept income that 
the Council receives from your Council Tax and is the main reason why such a small Parish has one of the highest 
precepts per head in Bucks. The Council aim to reduce the precept and volunteering and self help will be vital to that 
effort. Whilst we understand the busy life residents lead, your Council implores residents to help out when they can.



8. PLANNING

There have been a number of new planning applications since the new Council was formed in March. Of
Note:

• Change of use of agricultural building at Valley Farm
• 5 new residential properties on land adjacent to Valley Farm

For each of these applications your PC notified residents through the website, social media and door drops to poll the
opinion of residents.

After discussions with the applicant regarding change of use and the general view of residents we withdrew our
original objections to the change of use applications and permission was subsequently granted with conditions.

In regards to the 5 new residential development application on Main St, general opinion of those residents
neighbouring the property was against the application and the Parish Council have therefore objected to the scheme
on a number of issues. Our objections can be seen on the AVDC Planning Portal along with those comments made by
residents. This application is still awaiting decision.

A further applications for the demolition of 3 barns and erections of 2 new dwelling and a barn conversion at Hill Farm
which was submitted in July 2018 remains as Awaiting Decision. There have been significant comments posted on the
AVDC planning portal, both for and against, in regards to this application



9. HIGHWAYS
The Parish and the area around it continues to face challenges in regards to the conditions of roads, increases in traffic volumes
through housing developments and of course the strategic infrastructure projects with little sign of updating or upgrading our roads
accordingly.

BucksCC have continued to carry out patching and temporary fixes to our roads in the area which in reality do not last past the next
winter – especially along the carriageway from Marsh Gibbon through to Charndon which has been in a poor condition and state of
repair for many years. This despite numerous previous assurances that this road would be resurfaced. £4m pounds was ringfenced and
allocated in the last BucksCC budget for road repairs in Bucks. Despite recent assurances that work would be carried out on Main St by
the end of May these have again not materialised . We continue to report potholes to BucksCC on a regular basis.

Traffic volumes in the area will now start to dramatically increase as both HS2 and EWR ramp up enablement and construction toward
the end of the year, although the moving of the EWR construction compound and the decision by HS2 to use haul roads along the side
of the track and move materials by road will mitigate to some extent. It is clear however the area around Calvert will see significant
daily movements of both light and heavy vehicles in addition to the massive construction works in that area.

Whilst each scheme has designated traffic routes – experience has shown that not all contractors abide by these routes so it is
important that residents report potential breaches to the Council who have been assured by both organisations that vehicles are
tracked and they will impose stringent penalties on any Contractors not abiding by them. We are also talking to BucksCC Highways in
regards to signage and policing of routes

School Hill has been identified as a designated route to service into the small construction compound which will be used to carry out
strengthening works at the first overbridge at the northern end of the village. However this work is estimated to take only a couple of
months and traffic volumes are low. The main EWR construction compound having been moved will be serviced via Pounden entrance
to Green Lane



Parish Councillors continue to be in F2F discussions with EWR, HS2 and BucksCC Highways to ensure the correct level
of governance over their contractors and workers is in place as construction begins.

Representatives from the Council are meeting senior officers of Bucks Highways on the 19th June to discuss the above
issues and also to discuss the proposed changes to School Hill and the School Hill and Main St junction. Your Council
has asked that the junction layout be changed, traffic calming measures introduced along the length of School Hill and
a zebra crossing installed at the footpath crossing to the Community Centre.



April 2019 On or near 
Wootton 
Green

Anti-social behaviour

Dec 
2018

On or 
near 
Spencer 
Gardens

Vehicle crime Investigation 
complete; no 
suspect 
identified

June 
2017

On or 
near 
Spencer 
Gardens

Drugs Awaiting 
court 
outcome

April 
2017

On or 
near 
Spencer 
Gardens

Anti-social behaviour

April 2018 On or near 
Brackley 
Lane

Vehicle crime Investigation 
complete; no 
suspect 
identified

June 2017 On or near 
Brackley 
Lane

Drugs Offender given 
a drugs 
possession 
warning

10. CRIME
As would be expected in such are remote rural 
area crime volumes remain relatively low.

Since taking office in March, the Council have worked with TVP after
reports of drug dealing at the Community Centre. TVP have been
covertly policing the area and following up on reports from residents. At
this time it seems the issue has been resolved and the suspected dealers
have now ‘moved on’.



11. HS2

HS2 continues to progress at pace across the line despite mounting opposition across the country and in Parliament and 
daily calls for it to be cancelled, however with £12b already spent it is hard to see any party let alone any PM cancelling this
(despite their election rhetoric).

In this area we have seen the start of the enabling works to divert the gas pipeline that runs behind Grebe Lake and install a 
new gas pumping station (to be fair this was fairly in-obtrusive), and significantly to start to clear vegetation around the area 
of the proposed IMD. Many residents will be aware of the outcry this caused  as this work was seen as illegal as being carried 
out in the nesting season. This lead active protest  from both the public and local Councilor’s, which lead to  a temporary 
stop to this work until later in the year. However they will be back to complete this!
More lately we have seen the revised plans for the track in this area which will now be raised by 3m and be placed on a 
concrete bed. These changes were presented to the local communities via one of the HS2 roadshows and to Charndon Parish 
Council in a F2F meeting. It is obvious that the changes are being made to drive down costs but it is my view from the details 
presented to us that there are in fact benefits in these changes to the local communities in that:
• It reduces the actual construction work required around massive retaining walls
• It significantly reduces the amount of earth that has to be moved and transported and therefore reduces vehicle 
movement
• Far more material will be brought onto site by rail rather than road
• HS2 are now implementing Haul road along the track side reducing vehicles on our roads
• HS2 are now implementing dedicated Haul roads from the A41 and A421 to the site, again reducing vehicles on our roads
• Construction worker ‘village’ will now be in Bicester rather than onsite and workers will be driven in using a bus system, 
again this should reduce vehicle movements in the area



However, in the new detailed design, they are proposing the construction and operation of a large concrete batching plant to 
currently be sited behind Brackley Lane. This is to support production of the massive amounts of concrete that will be 
required not only for the IMD but also the concrete line beds. Whilst again this will reduce vehicle movements across the 
area its current location is a massive impact to our Parishioners in Calvert. As such your Parish Council have strongly objected
to the location of this, have suggested less impacting sites (EfW area) and continue to be in conversations with HS2 and 
other local Parishes.
HS2 continue to assure us that in the area of Charndon and School Hill there are no proposals for any work to be carried out 
or any land to be taken.
Current delivery plan is shown below with an example of a concrete batching plant:



12. EWR

Work on EWR environment mitigation and construction enablement continues in the area. The mitigation ponds and planting at the
Green Lane overbridge are mainly completed and becoming established. For the size of the land take there was little of the area actually
used.

Work on preparing the line bed continues. Old lines have been removed and fencing erected to enable the widening of the line. As with
HS2, EWR plan to use temporary haul road along the line

It is fair to say at this point that the impact of these works have to date been very much transparent and of little impact to residents and
amenity. The move of the Construction compound and its access was a major win for residents of Charndon

The design changes to HS2 and the raising of the levels of that track will impact EWR who will need to cross HS2. A shallow gradient of
the line will now be built to enable that crossover, however this is expected to start behind Grebe Lake and is much protected by the
existing woodlands.

Your Council continues to work with EWR to provide a long list of Community Support items, however this has somewhat stalled due to
the Public Enquiry that has recently concluded. Such items include:

• Tree planting
• Verge protection posts at the Community Centre
• Hedge & tree trimming
• Gulley clearance at the Community Centre



13. FUTURE CHALLENGES

It is fair to say that as both EWR and HS2 ramp up their operations there will be significant effect to a number of areas

in the Parish – not least Calvert. We now see further emerging developments in the area in the Oxford to Cambridge
Superhighway and the proposed new towns across the Oxford to Cambridge arc.

In relation to this area, current proffered route options by Highways England could see the new ‘dual carriageway’

passing between Marsh Gibbon and Edgcott, joining with a large junction around Calvert and then following the line

of EWR – thereby enabling the potential for a new town/city in this area supported by EWR/HS2 rail lines and the new
highway.

Your Council is working with Oxford based No Expressway Alliance group to make this more visible to local residents.

We are also in the process of engaging with other villages with a view to creating a similar group for North Bucks

It is also fair to say that with the accumulative effect of all these schemes this area must be the most impacted across

the country in terms of development. However, these schemes are being seen very much in isolation by both National
and Local governments and there is little compensation available. We hope in the near future to start to engage with

our Local Authorities to discuss that.


