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This year started with the general election and like the government, our Parish Council 
remained virtually the same but with a few losses and gains. Our chair Lesley Taylor chose 
to stand down from the council and I wish to thank her on everyone’s behalf for all that she 
did for this community over the past four years. We have also gained Paul Snelson onto the  
council and we are already benefitting from his knowledge of the construction industry and 
railways. 
 
We haven't completely lost Lesley because she continues to fight for us against the proposed 
blight of HS2.  HS2 has dominated our agenda for a long time now and I fear it will 
continue to do so for some time more.  Lesley has been working with Phil Gaskin from 
Calvert Green PC to present our petition to the House of Commons and will now continue 
with this in the House of Lords.  The issue of FCC's railway sidings being moved up to the 
bridge at Calvert as part of the HS2 plan is now coming up for discussion.  We need to 
support Lesley as she challenges HS2 and network rail over this issue.  I am very grateful to 
her for all her hard work over the past year and her continued commitment to ensuring we 
have a viable and thriving future for us and our children in this community. 
 
The next challenge to this community's peaceful life is Network Rails plans for the East 
West Rail line. We have been waiting for the public consultation to be released so we can 
assess what  impact it will have on us.  Cllr Paul Snelson has been monitoring this with the 
support of Mr Kellett and will represent the Parish Council in matters relating to this and I 
thank him in advance because I believe it may be as challenging as HS2 and may occupy a 
large part of our work in the coming year. 
 
I need to thank Cllr Peter Watts for his hard work in getting a defibrillator for our area.  
Thanks also to the CCA and British Heart Foundation for their support in making it happen.  
We now have many residents who are trained in CPR and the safe use of the defib and that 
is fantastic for such a small parish.  I am also impressed with how everyone came together 
for this training and I believe enjoyed the experience. It highlights to me what a great 
community we live in. Peter has continued to attend the Local Area Forums and maintained 
his focus on community safety. 
 
Cllr Alan James has continued to keep us on track with Health and Safety. Alan has worked 
hard to ensure our children are safe when using the play areas.  He is currently looking into 
how we might protect our community's open spaces so that they won't be under threat from 
any future developments. 
 
We continue with getting the land at Calvert turned into a children's play area.  We are 
hoping to start fencing it to make it a safe area.  Then we can ask residents to suggest how 
they want to develop it. This will be needed if we are to become a rat run for HS2 and 
Network Rail construction traffic in the future.  Our whole community will need to protect 
our children's right for a safe place to play. 
 
The EFW incinerator is now burning waste and we are all very aware of the bright lights on 
the chimney stack like a beacon in the dark showing us the way home. Although we fought 
this and continue to monitor it closely along with the other parishes in this area, we are now 



benefitting from the closure of the Brackley Lane entrance into the landfill site and all Lorry 
traffic using the new road from the A41. Once the EFW plant is fully commissioned the 
landfill liaison committee and the Greatmoor EFW Community Liaison Group will merge 
and I will be pleased to have only one meeting to attend.  The landfill is now planting lots of 
trees close to the Calvert side of the site so new woodland should appear in the future. 
 
This Parish has had developers looking at opportunities to build lots of houses.  So far we 
have been successful in challenging these however I am aware that these issues will 
continue as the demand for housing increases.  We need to consider the combined impacts 
of HS2 and East West Rail on our community and any further developments could have a 
detrimental effect on our lives here.  I am aware that we do not have a local plan because of 
the huge amount of work involved in developing one but it would not stop these threats 
emerging. We continue to be well supported by our County and District Councillor Angela 
MacPherson in this and other matters relating to National and AVDC policies and I thank 
her for her expertise in these areas. 
 
The Parish Council agreed not to increase our precept for this year however this means we 
have to be very prudent in managing our business. We have held back money in our budget 
to cover the cost of restoring the Barn roof at the allotments and for fencing the play area at 
Calvert.  We declined to take responsibility for devolved services because of the time and 
cost involved so will have reduced cuts of roadside grass and hedges.  I need to thank Pat 
Lambert our parish clerk for her fantastic support in dealing with all these issues and 
personally for her support to me in finding my way through a mountain of government and 
local policies and procedures. 
 
I was lead to believe that a parish as small as ours has very little going on, however this year 
as chair has shown me a very different picture. It has been over whelming at times and I 
thank the wonderful team of Pat, Peter, Paul and Alan for their hard work and commitment 
to this Community.  I also thank our residents for raising concerns and giving support and 
advice on many of the issues that have arisen over the past year.   
 
I appeal to anyone who has an interest in our community and its future to come and join us 
on the Parish Council as we still have a vacancy and for everyone to attend meetings and get 
involved in the issues affecting us all. 
 
Sandy D'Amon 
Chair  
Charndon Parish Council 
 


